






A small prototype of the present 
equipment was installed in 1964 on 
the French research vessel "Terebel". 
The unit was extensively tested in 
the Mediterranean and the Persian 
Gult, and is still in service. 
The IFP - IHC Compensator can be 
installed between crown black and 
derrick; il can also be incorporated 
into the design of the travelling 
black. In either configuration it will 
eliminate unwanted up and down 
movement of the drillstring, or other 
tools, supported by the travelling 
black of a floating drilling rig. 
Such a system would allow: 

• maintaining a nearly constant
bit laad,

• elimination of unwieldy bumper
subs in the drillstring,

• elimination of ram and bag wear in
BOP's since the drillstring is
virtually motionless at all times.

The system is the only crown 
black drillstring compensator 
currently in use offshore. 
A further feature of the system is its 
ability to maintain the preset tension 
on the drillstring to within very close 
tolerances and completely inde
pendent of any vertical movement; 
this could derive trom the rig due 
to sea motion, or trom the drillstring 
due to normal downward movement. 
This enables the driller to keep the 
laad on the bit at the most favourable 
level without having to use expensive, 
maintenance-prone bumper subs. 
Since the drillstring is held virtually 
motionless with respect to its position 
to the seabed (except tor normal 
movement as drilling progresses), 
the blowout preventer rams can be 
closed around the pipe without any 
fear that the seals of the rams will be 
stripped. In addition then, to providing 
improved drilling efficiency, the 
IFP - IHC Compensator will sub
stantially increase the safety factor of 
any offshore drilling operation. 
The crown black and the travelling 
black types are available tor the 
following capacities: 

• max. laad to be compensated
220 - 330 tons

• max. stroke 15 - 25 ft.
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